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Jobm Z. Dougherty, Zzquire
Departzeni of Law

2614 Pirsz National Bank Tower
Atlanza, Georgla 303063

Deay Mr., Dougherty:

This iz in refarvence Zo the application of
the Clcy of Aclanta, Georgla for approval of the
realignoent of ward and pracinct boundary lines of
the Ciry of Atlanta submdited to the Attorsey Ceneral
sursaant o Sactiom 5 of the Vocing Rights Act of 1363,

the Attorney Ganeral doss a0t interpose an
pixjaction to the realigoment of thae Wards of the
City of Atlanta, Howevar, wa must point out thac
section 3 of the Voting Mghts Act axpressly pro-
vidas tha? the failure of the Attorney Canaral to
abiect does not bar smy subsequens judiclal action
2o enioin the snforcement of such changes.

Jur imvestigation af the mew precinet houndariass
has racsatly revealed Inforwmaiion raflecting that some
af the praciact limes, in conjumecion wich the loca-
rioas 2f polling places, may have the affect of
impairing che roting righta of black citizens of
Aflanta, 3Based om this informaciomn, including Jadge
Bendewson’s fipdings in Davis v, Srsham, Civil Actiom
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o, 18831 (Irder sntgred Ocrober 2, 1972) which inwvolved
identical precincis and polling places, we cannof conelude
23 we must under Seetiom 5, that the precincis and voting
plagces you submitted will not have the affect of abridging
voting rights on acecount of race or color. 1 maar,
cherafors, on bohalf of the Attorney Cemeral, interpose

an obleccion o the implementation of the new precinect
boundarizs and polling places proposaed for precincts 1K,
iv, YT, 1w, 38, 338, 3%, 5Z, and 91, These are the smme
pracincts and polling placas che Court in Davis foumd to
be in viclazion of Section 2 af the Veting !igﬁt: Agt,

We have reached a deelsion to objact in this
case primarily because sear the end of the 60 day
paricd in which she Atzorsey Ceneral msay oblser facts
wers bYrought to our attantiow that suggest the pracincts
may impair the right to vote of dlacks, and we hawe nmot
baen zbla o fully szamine these new facta., In view of
the peculisr sirommstances present here, I have azasked my
staff 15 complata {rs javescigation, and we will notify
you a3 scon az pessible (F the abjeetion to any of these
precincts should be withdrawn or sur detarminstion
otharwise modified,

Az vou may know, thiz limized objection te specific
sraciac: boundaries szet forch above amplies to those pre-
gincts only and the ciiy may ieplement the ramainiag
precinct changes,

Should you have any questions concerning zhis
martar, plsase contsc: Cerald W, Jones (202-719-2167)
ar Liabon . Berry (202-739-4491) of my szaff.

Sincarely,

DAVID L. BOBMAH
Assiactant Artorney CGenersl
£ivil Rightay Mvigion



